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only five years old, Narayan, so it is said, had a
vision of Maruti. Some years later, his parents
decided to marry Narayan. He did not like the idea
of marriage. After much pressure his mother get
from him a promise that he would keep quiet until
the ceremony, when the cloth separating the betroth-
ed pair is withdrawn. She, no doubt, hoped that
if Narayan stayed until this point was reached, he
would feel it too late to go back. However, just
before the verses that bind the marriage tie are pro-
nounced, the priests called out 'Savadhan' (Be on
your guard), so as to warn the future householder
that he is about to assume the cares and responsibi-
lities of a householder. Narayan interpreted the
word in a different sense. He ran from the room
and hiding in a pipal tree, he escaped discovery for
several days. His married life was thus ended before
it began ; and leaving his parents, he wandered about
the various holy places of India. Moropant in an
admirable couplet has summed up the incident :
*At every marriage the Brahmans say,  "Savadhan";
Ramdas (i.e.,  Narayan) alone obeyed them.'
In the course of his wanderings Narayan visited
Benares, Ayodhya, Mathura and Prabhas. He
went as far south as Rameshwaram, and so it is
related, was carried by Maruti across the Palk
Straits to see the virtuous king Bibhishan, placed
on the throne of Lanka by the divine Ramachandra
himself. From Ceylon Narayan went to Maha-
bleshwar, where he stayed several months. He was
very unwilling to visit Pandharpur ; for he did not
wish to go to a spot, where the god Krishna had
greater honour than his own beloved god Rama,